
 

 

 

 

• During a thunderstorm, 

lightening can strike a 

chimney or roof ridge 

and enter the attic 

space igniting rafters or 

joists. Insulation can 

contain an undetected 

fire until it grows to a 

working attic fire 

undetected to the 

family members. Smoke 

detectors in the home 

will not alarm until the 

smoke enters the living 

space. If you suspect a 

strike, you may or may 

not see any damage.  

• Call 911, the Fire Dept. 

will use thermal 

imaging to look for any 

hidden fires. Families 

have awaken to a fully 

involved attic fire 

causing extensive 

damage to the home. 

• Strikes can also follow 

electrical conduit in the 

attic down into the 

walls below.  

• If a tree near the home 

is hit, lightening can 

follow nearby 

underground utilities 

into the home to the 

electrical panel or  

appliances in the 

basement. 

 Comments and lessons learned are from calls-for-service that retired 

Chief William Selzer attended or has researched.  


